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The Abfurdity of the civil Magiftrate’s interfering im Matters of Religion. 
: PART. IL 


to fecure Mankind in the free and unmolefted Enjoyment of their pe 

Rights, every Perverfion of fuch Means muft evidently be an A ) 
+ Government, wot an Tablagninlag “of tac Notre Power ta, MRK’ Phen od . 
civil Authority by Delegation originally fprang, Power undaly exercifed becumes 
Oppreffion ; and that Liberty, for the Prefervation of. which civil Power was inftituted, 
degenerates into Slavery. It was wifely obferved by one of the greateft Patrons of 
Englith Liberty and Learning; thar wherefeever Lew mds, Tyranny begins y+ and it 
might juctly be added, that whenever the Legiflature pervert the true Intention of that 
Power with which they are invefled, by inflituting fac Laws, as tend to abridge the Liberty “a 
of buman Nature, it is the Height of Tyranny and'Oppreffion. Nay, itis fo much worfe 
) than open Violence, as they fcrene their Condaét under the fpecious Appearance of Law 
 « and Equity. 

But among the many Inftances of the Abufe of Government, there is none more 

immediately deftructive of the natutal Rights of Mankind, than the Interpofition of | the . 
fecular Arm in Matters purely religious. The Efficacy of human Laws is limited to ly 
the exterior Adts of Man, 4s they affect Society, and confequently, can enforce nothing 
as a Duty, but what fprings from the Circumftgnces of Man, confidered as a Member 
of Society. Hither may we. trace the Origin of many moral Obligations. which are 
binding upon us, not as rational Creatures in a diftinét, but a colleétive View. 


) Ir will, however, be difficult to fettle, in a few Words, the jaft Bounds of civil “ 

~ Power, beyond which the Legiflature cannot pat, without infringing .the ynalienable 

) Privileges of human Nature, “The Actions of Men are. the proper Objects of . civil 

+ «Power. Government (fays » great Philofopher) was inflituted for well ordering the rebitive ° 

_ Mies of Man ; and that, not only as they may immediately, but al confequentially . 
affe® our Fellow Creatures. Man, by entering into Society, neceflarily inhibits himéelf . 

the Performance of all Aéts tending to the Detriment of that Society, which in « Staite of 
Nature he might have profecuted without. contradiGting the Rules of Juftice : For emery 

Man wight then take 10 bis Ufe what be pleafedy and make Confumption of what bi thenght 

geod in bit own Byes. In a focial State, as in ours, Property is originally centered in'the 


HH “= cw in my laft Paper thewn, that Government was a Means calculated 
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apron Firad, and therefore no Man can afflume to himfelf that Privilege, without 
breaking in upon the Rights of his Sovereign. In 2 State of Nature, every Man 
without Labour might content himfelf with fubfifting upon the common Fruits of the 
Earth: In a focial State, the chief Support of which is the Induftry of its Members, no 
Man thould be indolent, as he may confequentially injure the Society in which he lives. 


Mawxinp willing to give up their original Privilege, of ranging at large in the 
ample Field of Nature, fubmitted themfelves to the Reftrictions of Socicty, the better 
to defend their Lives and Liberty, and to afcertain their Property, for which alone 
Government was inftituted. But how great is the Abfurdity to fuppofe, that Government 
was ever defigned to enflave the jences of Men! |s it pofible for Man to diveft 
himfelf of Thought, which is ial t6 our Exiftence ? Equally prepofterous is it to 
fppole, that the inward Exertions of the Soul, fhould be regulated by any external Laws. ’ 
The Underftanding, upon furveying a Set of Ideas that form a Propofition, mutt either 
determine, that it be true of falfe ; or the Judgment mutt be fufpended for want of clearer 
Light and Information. But in either Cafe can the Force of civil Authority have any 
Efficacy ? The Mind muft, if at all, be determined by the higheft apparent Reafon, and 
of that the Mind it/ef is the only competent Fudge. Exterior Force may compel the 
Man to aét in Oppofition to his Judgment, but can never gain the Mind's Affent to the 
Fitnefs of an AGion, which is contradidtory to the Dactates of its own Judgment, be it 
wrongly or rightly informed. Whence it evidently follows, that if the Leyifators 
interfere in Matters of Opinion, they are guilty of the greateft Tyranny and Opprefiioa, 
and inftead of advancing and protecting the Rights of Mankind, enflave the Coniciences 
of their fellow Creatures. 


To apply this Reafoning to Matters of Religion, \et it be confidered in the trae Abftraa _ 
and not under any particular Denomination. The Etimology of the Word, thews 
that Religion confifts either in a Choice or Obligation to do certain Aéts in Conformity 
t@ the Will of our Creator, which the Laws of Reafon, or any other Methods of 
difcovering his Will, dictate to us, or rather im both. In this View, there is af 
immediate Relation fubfifting between the Creature and the Creator, from whence the 
Duties of Religion muft neceffarily arife. Thofe Du ies, as they are incumbent upon 


infer a Right in him to chufe his own Religion. This Right in Man, cannot be 
slienated or ufurped: It cannot be alienated, without deftroying thofe two Means for the 
true Difcpvery of religious Duties wherewith God and Nature have furnifhed Man ; nor 
ufurped, without fuppofing that Man is capable of adding a greater Obligation, to the 


Performance of religious Duties, than the divine Being. Befides, it is impofib!e that 


i 
any one without Belief, can be fubject to the Performance of religious Duties ; and he 
may juftly be faid not to believe, whofe Religion receives all its Force from external 
Obligation. The Abfurdity of a Religion, fupported and inforced by the Terrors of the 
Law, is too apparent to need much farther Difplay. The Matter in thort flands thus : 
Does a Man a& in a confcientious Obedience to the Law of God, without Doubt fuch 
A& is religious ; but on the contrary, fhould he only be governed by a Submitlion to 
the Law of the Magiftrate, fuch A& can never claim a moral Confideration, cven the’ 


it be really in exact Conforinity to the Will of the fupreme Legiflator of the Univert. 


Acatx, as Government was inftituted for the Eftablifhment and Prefervation of out 
civil Interefts, it is an Abufe to fuppofe the Magiftrate can have any Richt to interfere 
in Matters of religious Belief. Religion (to fpeak with a Man of great Learning) emf 
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in the imoard Perfwafion of the Mind, and cannet fall within the Province of our civil 
Rulers, their Power confifling only in outward Force. 


Tne Reftraint of civil Authority, in different Countries and Ages, upon the 
free Exercife of human Reafon, has ever been attended with a Decay of all valuable 
Knowledge and Literature. It is as impoffible for the Sciences to grow and flourith 
_ ander the Frowns and Terrors of Oppreffion, as for a People to breath Liberty under 
the favage Adminiftration of a Tyrant. ‘The Advancement of Learning depends upon 
the free Exercife of Thought ; it is therefore abfurd to fuppofe, that it fhould thrive 
under a Government that makes it Treafon even for a Man to think. How injurious 
this is to the Caufe of Religion, requires no great Sagacity to conceive. The 
Enlargement of our reafoning Powers depends intirely upon the Exercife of them, to 
which nothing can be more conducive than the Encouragement of Learning. Our 
Duties increafe with our Knowledge, and no Man has fo much Reafon to be religious 
as he whofe Knowledge is moft extenfive. It has therefore always been the Care of the 
wifeft Adminiftrations, to encourage a Liberty of Thought; and as he who thinks freely 
is moft likely to think aright, that Religion which proceeds from a Man’s own free 
Thoughts, muft certainly be the moft agreeable to the Deity. 


Hap our Legiflature always thought fo, (and I am fure they would have thought 
juftly) our public Annals would never have been ftained, nor their auguft Beauty 
disfigured with the unforefeen Confequences refulting from the famous and ever 
memorable Teft-Act. The Englifh Conflitution has always been celebrated for its 
Aptitude to promote the true Ends of Society; our Courts of Fuflice admired for their 
impartial Methods of trying civil Caufes : But unreafonable it is, and highly to be deplored, 
that our Rulers fhould ever have attempted to arraign and try the Confcsences of Me. 


Tz true Happinefs of a People confifts in the Wifdom of their Governors. On the 
Contrary, when the Legiflature fet no Bounds to the Extent of their Power, Mifery and 
Oppreffion are the unhappy Portion of the Subje&t. Yet it is obvious, that there are many 
‘Men who, not content to fabmit theie Perfons and Property to Slavery and Oppreffion, are 
never {atisfied, till they have refigned their Liberty of Confcience, and efteem it a Hardfhip 
to be futfered to think for themfelves. Perfons of this Stamp are intirely ignorant of the 
true Nature of Religion. They imagine, that a blind Obedience to the arbitrary 
Didtates of our Superiors, cuts a moft fplendid Figure in the Catalogue of Chriftian 
Vertues ;---that the Magiftrates have a Right to fafhion our religious Principles, and the 
People are bound by an indifpenfible Obligation to praétife upon them ;---that if the 
Subject will not embrace the Religion of his Prince, he may be compelled to it by 
Fire and Faggot. But thofe who are thus obftinately Fond of Opinions fo difgraceful 
to the Dignity of human Nature, fhould be left to cherith the comfortable Profpect, as 
well as enjoy the moft righteous Experience of having their Bodies punifbed for the Good 
of their Sou!:. 


I wit venture to appeal to all thofe who are any Ways acquainted with Hiftory, 
and more efpecially with thofe voluminous Legends ufually ftiled Church Hiflory, that 
whenever Men have fuffered their Confciences to be enflaved by their Superiours, and 
taken their Religion upon Truft, the World has been over-run with Superftition, and 
held in Fetters by a tyrannizing Junto of civil and ecclefiaftical Plunderers, As foon 
as Men are abridg'd in the Liberty of chufing for themfelves, and inftead of ufing their 
own Reafon, compliment their temporal and fpiritual Direétors, by furrendering to them 
the 
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the Right of private Judgment, the State has generally funk into Barbarifm, and every 
Appearance of real fubftantial mafculine Piety vanithed the Nation. 


I suact clofe this Subjeé with a Quotation from a certain Reverenp Diving, 
now alive, and one of the greateft Ornaments of the Church. 


“ ’T1s therefore but two natural to fufpet, that the fecret Intention of all ghoftly 
« and fpiritual Directors and Guides in decrying Reafon, the nobleft Gift of God, and 
‘¢ without which even the Being of a God, and the Method of our Redemption by 
«¢ Jefus Chrift, would be of no more Significancy to us, than to the Brutes that perith, 
«¢ is in Reality the Advancement of their own Power and Authority, over the Faith 
* and Confciences of others, to which found Reafon is, and ever will be an Enemy; 
«© For tho’ I readily allow the great Expediemy and Need of divine Revelation, to afit 
« us in our Enquiries into the Nature of Religion, and to give us a full View of the 
“‘ Principles and Pradlices of it; yet a very {mall Share of Reafon, without any 
“ fupernatural Help, will fuffice, if attended to, to let me know that my Soul is my 
« own, and that I ought net to put my Conjcience out to keeping to any Perfon whatfoever, 
** becaufe no Man can be anfwerable for it to the great God but myfelf ; and that 
** therefore the Claim of Dominion, whoever makes it, either over mine or any others 
“« Confcience, is mere Impofture and Cheat, that hath nothing but Impudence or Folly 
to fupport it ; and as truly vifionary and romantick as the imaginary Power of Perfons 
“ diforder’d in their Senfes, and which would be of no more Significancy and 
«¢ Influence among{t Mankind than theirs, did not either the Views of ambitious Princes, 
‘* or the Superftition and Folly of Bigots, encourage and fupport it. 


« Ow thefe Accounts, it is highly incumbent on all Nations, who enjoy the Bleffiings 
** of a limited Government, who weuld preferve their Conftitution, and tran{mit it 
** fafe to Pofterity, to be jealous of every Claim of fpiritual Power, and not to enlarge 
“ the Authority and Jurifdiction of {piritual Men, beyond the Bounds of Reafon and 
* Revelation. Let them have the freeft Indulgence to do good, and fpread the 
** Knowledge and Practice of true Religion, and promote Peace and good Will amongt 
“* Mankind. Let them be applauded and encowsagéd, and even rewarded, when 
‘* they are Patterns of Virtue, and Examples of real Piety to their Flocks. Such 
** Powers 2s thefe God and Man would readily allow them ; and as to any other, I 
“* apprehend, they have little Right to them, and am fure they have feldom made a 
*¢ wife or rational Ufe of them. On the Contrary, numberlefs have been the Confufions 
** and Mifchiefs introduced into the World, and occafioned by the Ufurpers of fpiritual 
** Authority. In the Chriftian Church they have ever ufed it with Infolence, and 
** generally abufed it to Oppreffion, and the worft of Cruelties. And though the 
“* Hiftory of fuch Tranfactions can never be a very pleafing and grateful Task, yet, I 
“* think, on many Accounts, it may be ufeful and inftrudtive ; efpecially as it may give 
“* Men an Abhorrence, of all the Methotls of Perfecution, and put them upon their 


“* Guard againft all thofe ungodly Pretenfions, by which Perfecution hath been 
** introduced and fupported.” B. 
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